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DCLG - LOCALLY-LED 
GARDEN VILLAGES, 
TOWNS AND CITIES

The main eligibility criteria are that proposals:

• Must be a new, discrete settlement and not an 
extension to an existing town or village

• Be led by a local authority, but with encouragement 
for submissions supported by private sector 
developers / landowners

• May include land already allocated for housing or 
otherwise outside a Local Plan 

• Include a strategy for community involvement to 
help ensure local support 

• Larger scale proposals should outline potential 
economic benefits, with support from the LEP

• Proposals will need to demonstrate high quality 
design

• Whilst not exclusively, proposals on brownfield and/
or public land are encouraged 

• It should form part of a wider strategy to meet local 
needs, but with a commitment to deliver over and 
above objectively assessed need

• Can demonstrate viability and deliverability, with 
reference to infrastructure, land value capture, 
minimising land costs and deferral of land receipts
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FOLLOWING ON FROM THE GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT WITHIN ITS 
MANIFESTO TO SUPPORT LOCALLY-LED GARDEN CITIES AND TOWNS, THE 
DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (DCLG) HAVE 
RELEASED A PROSPECTUS EXTENDING THE GOVERNMENT’S OFFER OF SUPPORT 
TO SMALLER SCALE, NEW GARDEN VILLAGES WHICH CAN HELP CONTRIBUTE 
TOWARDS MEETING THE COUNTRY’S HOUSING NEEDS IN THE SHORT-TERM, BUT 
ALSO IN PROVIDING A STABLE PIPELINE OF HOUSING WELL INTO THE FUTURE. 
THE DCLG ARE THEREFORE ENCOURAGING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR 
NEW GARDEN VILLAGES OF BETWEEN 1,500 – 10,000 HOMES TO BE SUBMITTED 
TO THEM BY 31 JULY 2016, WITH A VIEW TO SUPPORTING UP TO 12 PROPOSALS.

In return, the Government will provide funding and 
technical support to enable delivery and help overcome 
barriers, as well as provide ‘planning freedoms’ to 
support housing growth.  Consideration will also 
be given to forming a dedicated delivery vehicle in 
certain circumstances, including publicly-led arm’s 
length bodies, public-private partnerships or statutory 
development corporations.

Planning perspective:

From a planning perspective, the prospectus provides a 
real opportunity to bring forward new settlements across 
the country. However, the key criterion is that a proposal 
must be led by the relevant Local Authority. In view of the 
July deadline it will be critical to identify potential sites 
as soon as possible so that an early approach can be made 
to those authorities where there is scope for a Garden 
Village. This approach should highlight the suitability 
of a particular site to deliver a new Garden Village, 
with a view to supporting an authority in preparing an 
Expression of Interest to the DCLG.



Whilst every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information contained 
within this publication, no 
warranty, expressed or implied, 
is given that the information is 
complete or accurate nor that it 
is fit for a particular purpose. All 
such warranties are expressly 
disclaimed and excluded. Any 
opinions, recommendations 
or interpretation provided are 
not necessarily the current 
opinions, recommendations or 
interpretation of the contributors 
and may be changed at any time.

Neither Barton Willmore nor any 
representative, agent or employee 
nor any connected company or 
party shall be liable to a user of 
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this publication or to any third 
party for any loss or injury arising 
out of the information or any 
actions taken or not taken in 
response to any information or a 
user’s use of (or inability to use) 
this publication. The recipient is 
obliged to inform any subsequent 
recipient of such terms.

This guidance note was printed 
on paper using fibre sourced from 
sustainable plantation wood from 
suppliers who practice sustainable 
management of forests in line 
with strict international standards. 
Pulp used in it’s manufacture 
is also Elemental Chlorine Free 
(ECF).
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The prospectus makes it clear that one of the key 
criteria is good design.  Expressions of Interest are 
required to demonstrate how the Garden Village 
will be, ‘well-designed, built to a high quality and 
attractive’. Recognising that there is not a single 
template or set of rules, the prospectus requires that 
the new communities establish a clear and distinct 
sense of identity and that local areas adopt innovative 
approaches to creating great places. However, it 
also stresses that proposals that just use ‘garden’ 
as a convenient label will not be supported and that 
evidence will need to be provided of how key garden 
city principles have been embedded in the design 
approach. The recently released publication by 
TCPA, ‘Practical Guides for Creating Successful New 
Communities’ are likely to provide a useful framework 
in this respect.

Our integrated planning and design teams are 
experienced and effective at putting together attractive 
and compelling submissions to successfully promote 
large scale residential-led new communities.  We 
also have a thorough understanding of Garden City 
principles and were one of five practices shortlisted in 
the Wolfson Economics Prize 2014 for how to deliver of 
a new Garden City.

If you have a site or a proposal that meets the criteria, 
Barton Willmore may be able to assist in putting 
together an Expression of Interest.
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