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Further updates are anticipated in the next 14 months 
to meet the requirements of the new European 
Directive on EIA (2014/52/EU), with transposition 
required on or before 16 May 2017. However these 
newly published EIA Regulations bring Wales up to 
date with current requirements for EIA.

A summary of the main updates made are set out 
below:

• The relevant authority must now record the rationale 
for why a negative screening opinion is adopted.

• For multi-stage consents (e.g. submission of a 
reserved matters application), the relevant authority 
must determine:
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ON 1 MARCH 2016 THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (WALES)
REGULATIONS 2016 CAME INTO FORCE IN WALES 
(REPLACING THE 1999 ITERATION). THESE LONG AWAITED 
CHANGES BRING THE WELSH REGULATIONS UP TO DATE 
WITH PRACTICE ELSEWHERE IN THE UK AND INTRODUCE 
A NUMBER OF HELPFUL CLARIFICATIONS. THIS INCLUDES 
A LOOSENING OF EIA THRESHOLDS FOR INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE AND RESIDENTIAL/URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS. IN THE IMMEDIATE TERM, THIS WILL RESULT 
IN A REQUIREMENT FOR FEWER EIA SCREENINGS TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN AND THUS A REDUCTION ON THE BURDEN TO 
LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITIES AND DEVELOPERS ALIKE. 

 - Where an EIA has already been undertaken  at   
a previous stage (e.g. outline application), whether 
further information is required; and

 - Where an EIA wasn’t required at a previous stage 
(e.g. outline application), whether one is required for 
the subsequent application (e.g. reserved matters 
application).

• Schedule 2 has been amended to clarify that:

 - Changes or extensions to Schedule 1 developments 
must be screened (even if they are not Schedule 
1 in their own right), to ascertain if further EIA is 
required.

 - Changes or extensions to Schedule 2 developments 
must be screened along with the entirety of the 
development, not just the change or extension alone 
(even if the change or extension falls beneath EIA 
thresholds).



Whilst every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information contained 
within this publication, no 
warranty, expressed or implied, 
is given that the information is 
complete or accurate nor that it 
is fit for a particular purpose. All 
such warranties are expressly 
disclaimed and excluded. Any 
opinions, recommendations 
or interpretation provided are 
not necessarily the current 
opinions, recommendations or 
interpretation of the contributors 
and may be changed at any time.

Neither Barton Willmore nor any 
representative, agent or employee 
nor any connected company or 
party shall be liable to a user of 
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this publication or to any third 
party for any loss or injury arising 
out of the information or any 
actions taken or not taken in 
response to any information or a 
user’s use of (or inability to use) 
this publication. The recipient is 
obliged to inform any subsequent 
recipient of such terms.

This guidance note was printed 
on paper using fibre sourced from 
sustainable plantation wood from 
suppliers who practice sustainable 
management of forests in line 
with strict international standards. 
Pulp used in it’s manufacture 
is also Elemental Chlorine Free 
(ECF).
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• Schedule 1 now includes sites for the geological 
storage of carbon dioxide. 

• Schedule 2 thresholds have been amended:

 - The threshold for industrial estate development 
projects is raised from areas exceeding 0.5 
hectare to areas exceeding five hectares.

 - In the case of urban development projects, the 
existing threshold of 0.5 hectare is raised and 
amended such that a project will need to be 
screened if:

 - the development includes more than one 
hectare of development which is not dwelling 
house development; or

 - the development includes more than 150 
dwelling houses; or

 - the area of the development exceeds five 
hectares.

 - It is important to note that no change has been 
made for sites located within sensitive areas, 
within which the thresholds do not apply. 
Proposed development within National Parks, 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Special 
Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest, World Heritage 
Sites and Scheduled Ancient Monuments will 
therefore continue to require screening regardless 
of the site area.

• Provisions have also been made for Local 
Development Orders, including those which fall 
under Schedule 2, where local authorities must not 
adopt or revise the order until screening has been 
undertaken.


