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Audrey lives in 
Avonside Terrarium on her 
own. She retired 10 years 

ago from Teaching and now 
enjoys sharing her passion 
for growing her own food 
with her new community 

and grandchildren.

Gemma and Fiona live 
in Redfield and use the 

building’s co-working space 
as their city centre hub. 
They further their social 
agenda through the use 

Speaker’s Corner.

Justin and Aisha 
moved into the city 

centre a few years ago to 
be closer to conveniences 

and school. As a single 
parent, a supportive 

community was important 
for  they were deciding 

to live.

USER 
EXPERIENCE

How residents & the 
wider community could 
interact with Avonside 

Terrarium

• 20 storey tiered landscaped building
• Hybrid timber structure utilising 

sustainable building techniques and 
integrated net zero carbon strategies;

• Vertical extension of the park 
celebrating Castle Parks position 
within the city;

• Concentrated building form 
unlocking site for community uses 
and increased biodiversity;

• Multi-use spaces including retail 
market stalls, natural swimming pool, 

• A total of 100 dwellings with a mix of 
36% 1 Beds, 49% 2 Beds, 15% 3 Beds 
(all inline with NDSS);

• All homes designed with the 
potential to be M4(2) with 2-5% 
designed to be M4(3);

• Potential to explore M4(2.5), 
embracing features which allow 
greater usability for wheelchair users.

• Our concept allows for a significant 
enhancement in biodiversity across 
the site (over double the existing 
brownfield site area);

• Natural swimming pool (heated via 
heat exchange) amongst wetlands 
area allows for community activity 
linking with biodiversity helping to 
create a synergy between them both.

café, co-working spaces;
• Biophilic design central to concept;
• Parks within the building – utilised for play, 

growing, leisure and health & well-being
• Civic forum – tiered seating cascading to river 

for public events;
• Building spans over heat pump and culvert 

allowing clear access and maintenance, 
whilst freeing up ground floor for increase 
biodiversity and communal uses;

• Car free development, with space for drop-
off & servicing.

• All homes to be dual aspect or southernly 
facing avoid north facing dwellings;

• All homes to have private amenity space in 
the form of landscaped balconies;

• Access to communal co-working space;
• Access to landscaped residential amenity 

areas;
• Clearly defined and secure entrance routes 

from both Castle Park (upper level) and 
Riverside (lower level).

• Reconnecting the park with the river, 
enriching the quality of planting and wildlife 
within this part of the Park;

• Contributing to Castle Parks role as an urban 
lung, seeking to improve air quality;

• Range of green spaces across the proposal 
encouraging a connection with nature 
including leisure, relaxation, play, growing 
and gathering spaces;
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Our initial concept focused on the creation of 
a micro-ecosystem that had a layered response 

to the site, embedding within it a key aspiration 
to create an exemplar proposal for urban living. 

It centred around urban forestry and biophilic 
design principles and the delivery of viable high-

quality affordable housing and community 
placemaking.

The developed submission seeks to build 
upon this, factoring in the initial feedback 

received alongside the stakeholder engagement 
workshop. We have specifically looked to focus 

on how the proposal meets the ground and 
connects to Castle Park and the River. We 

achieve this in conjunction with illustrating 
our logic and process to how our aspirations 

can become a reality.

1.   Castle Park, the heat pump site and 
the river are an underused resource, 
which have the potential to provide 
positive benefit to the city, visitors and 
its citizens. This includes biodiverse 
value, social and economic activity 
and placemaking.

2.   The concept is to extend the park vertically, 
whilst leaving part of the site to be rewilded 
and integrated into Castle Park. This will create 
a landmark location to maximise the potential 
of both the park and heat pump site and create 
a vertical green landscape rich in biodiversity.

3.   The introduction of 
natural pools will 
reconnect the site to 
the river, tapping into 
this valuable resource 
to create a unique 
and natural space. A 
civic speakers forum 
to the West facade will 
further activate the 
space and give a voice 
for the city.

4.   A mixture of uses throughout the 
building will enrich the proposal 
and bring a bustle of activity to an 
underused area of Castle Park, the river 
and the heat pump site, embodying 
the values of Bristol and a sustainable 
aspiration through a multi-layered 
approach.

1.

2.

3.

4.



View from the Moat

View from footpath to the North of the site

View from St Philips Bridge

Illustrative 
Site Plan

1. Water source heat pump
2. Central Circulation core

3. Residential entrance (Castle Park)
4. Residential Entrance (Riverside)

5. Culvert
6. Cascading landscaped seating looking out of river
7. Civic space for events

8. Natural swimming pool
9. Wetland

10. Historic wall
 11. Small retail outlets at lower ground

12. Building outline above
13. Cycle storage above heat exchanger

14. Bin Storage below entrance at lower ground
15. Café/ Changing Facilities (Walkable green roof)

16. Plant Servicing (Walkable green roof)
17. Steps connecting to Castle Park

18. Service area for delivery and bin collections 
19. Accessible access route through to Castle Park
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Site Analysis
The site presents a number of 

opportunities to provide a 
valuable high quality residential 

mixed-use proposal which 
can positively contribute to 

increasing biodiversity and 
enhancing Castle Park and its 
relationship to the wider city.

Townscape and 
Built Form

The site location presents a focal 
point on the bend of the river flanked 

by a building line bordering the park;

There is an opportunity to celebrate the 
Park‘s position within the city blurring 

the boundaries between built form 
and landscape;

Connectivity 
The proposal will seek to:
-Improve movement and 

access routes between Castle 
Park and the surrounding city;

-Ensure accessible, safe 
pedestrian links alongside linking 

into existing cycle routes;
-Create a subtle delineation between 

public and private spaces, ensuring a 
welcoming environment for all.

Heritage 
It is important the proposal respects and preserves the historic character of 

Castle Park and Conservation Area whilst looking to the future to achieve an 
equilibrium between the two.

Biodiversity
There is an opportunity to extend Castle Park and reconnect with the rivers 

edge, increasing biodiversity and ecological value of brownfield site.
There is potential to provide and increase green and blue infrastructure 

both at ground level as well as within the building.

Shadow 
Analysis

The form of the building has been 
carefully considered in relation to 

Castle Park and the potential impact 
on daylight/sunlight.  A more slenderer 
mass with a concentrated  footprint (as 
opposed to more horizontal building 
form) will seek to mitigate the extent 

of constant overshadowing. A series of 
spaces designed around the building 

benefit from sunlight at different 
times of the day. 
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Castle Park is a significant opportunity at the centre of 
the city, with a wealth of history, biodiverse potential, 

and local amenities within easy reach. The park is a 
valuable amenity to local residents and those who work in 

the immediate areas.

The heat pump site is in an underused part of the park, 
with the potential to enhance the sense of place and 

improve the area as a destination, linking into the various 
pedestrian and cycle routes in the locale. There are 

significant opportunities to do this through utilising 
the natural resources of the river, introduction of 

complementary uses and significant urban greening.



Aerial view from Castle Park (North East) illustrating the extension of the park through the 
site to the river and up into the building
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Due to the city centre 
location, her family often 
come and see her. There 

are nearby amenities 
to support her reduced 

mobility.

Avonside Terrarium is 
well connected on the 
cycle and bus network. 
It’s a great place to get 
a coffee and connect 

with nature.

Our aspiration is for an exemplar hybrid 
timber structure with embedded biophilic 

principles to create a future standard Bristol can 
be proud of.  Drawing upon an understanding of 

the history of the site and analysis of the cityscape, 
we believe there is the capacity for height in a 

prominent riverside position. 

Concentrating the built form on the site 
allows us to celebrate Castle Park through a 

tiered landscape proposal that interacts with 
the park at various levels, becoming an extension 

of the park itself. A tiered civic forum presents 
the opportunity for social interaction that taps 

into the voice of Bristol creating an inclusive 
environment for Bristol’s varied communities.

View from Cycle and Footpath along Floating Harbour 
Wall - The aspiration is for a distinctive biophillic proposal 

which celebrates Castle Park to the city, creating a 
destination to live, communicate and socialise.

Riverside Elevation looking towards Castle Park
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This is a suitable area for taller buildings at the eastern approach to the city centre along the ridge between 
Rivers Avon and Frome, historically dominated by the castle. (Views 1-5)
The building will become part of a strong legible cluster of existing buildings and will be a clear marker in the 
cityscape. (Views 1-5)
The Castle Park frontage will be staged creating green spaces within the building. This will soften the edge and 
draw the park onto the building. (Views 1 & 3)
In this way the building will highlight Castle Park as an important green space in central Bristol in views across 
the city, in a way other buildings do not. (Views 1-5)
The waterside elevation complements the strong built frontages along the harbour. (View 2)
The tiered profile of green areas/decks complements the distinctive layers of spaces and planting in Castle Park 
eg the Physic Garden. (Views 2 & 3)
In this way, the building creates a visual interplay with Castle Park & frames key views towards it. (Views 2 & 3)
The building provides a character transition between this soft interface with the Castle Park riverside and the 
strong built frontages characteristic along the harbour. (Views 2 and 3)
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His apartment is fleixlbe 
enough to allow him 

to work from home as 
well as in the coworking 

space, which helps 
Justin look after Aisha.

Justin

Ais
ha

Key townscape & visual design cues:
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Audrey

Audrey enjoys using 
the park space on the 
10th floor because it’s 
calm and she doesn’t 
have to walk far for 

green space.
Justin
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Typical Apartment Layout 
The diagram below shows a typical 1/2 bed 

apartment layout, showcasing the potential for 
biophilic design to provide high quality, accessible 

and flexible living accommodation for current 
and future needs.

Upper Ground (Castle Park)

Upper Floors 1-3

Upper Floors 6-10

Upper Floors 12-14

Landscape Level (Public)

Landscape Level (Residents)

Rooftop 
Upper Floors 15-20

Lower Ground
(Riverside)

View of the upper floor landscaped communal park - Residential 
and public amenity spaces lie at the heart of the proposal creating 
space to reconnect with the natural world and the city. Spaces to 
relax, socialise, play, grow and nurture health and wellbeing.

1. 1 / 2 Bed Apartment;
2. Open plan Kitchen/ living / dining 

central to heart of home;
3. Defined entrance space, recessed space for 

deliveries and storage;
4. External amenity space suitably 

sized;
5. Space for growing plants and 

vegetables;

6. Space for bug 
hotels, bee bricks 

and swift boxes where 
appropriate

7. Sliding doors creating a 
seamless threshold between 

inside and out.
8. Use of natural materials  such as timber 

(CLT) to improve well-being;
9. Suitably sized spaces for accessible 

use and turning areas;
10. Flexible arrangement & use of 

rooms dependent on resident 
(co-sharing, working from 

home, visitors);

11. Plentiful amounts 
of storage;

12. Sliding doors 
transition between rooms 

for flexibility;
13. Use of technology for energy 
consumption and management;

Co-working and 
bookable meeting 

rooms are available 
for anyone to book, 
and green amenity 
spaces gives them 
space to unwind at 

lunchtime.

With friends on the 
14th floor it provides 

a close and safe 
playspace for his child.

2. 1.

3.
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10.
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The scheme hinges around the proposal for 
high-quality housing rooted to its parkland/

riverside setting, supported by a diversity of 
uses including civic forum space, co-working and 

incidental social spaces, natural pool, and retail 
market stalls, each of which feeds into the ever-

developing character of Castle Park and the City.  
Our proposal aims to respond to the 
developing needs of the city centre 

accommodation, promoting inclusive and 
accessible dwellings with improved wellbeing 

and mental health benefits. The building design 
seeks to create a bio-diverse, layered landscape in 

a biophilic setting enabling the spaces to breathe 
and grow with the inhabitants.

Entry Sequence/ Connection to Ground Floor
The proposed landscaping enables better access to the site for pedestrians 

and ties into the cycle route along Castle Park. The scheme improves the 
cohesiveness of the site with the wider park through stepped and ramped 

landscapes which mediate the changes in levels across the site and create an 
inclusive accessible development. The building itself can be accessed from the 

lower and upper level, with public and private access clearly delineated, but 
complimenting each other with increased footfall and activation of this area. 

Leisure uses improve passive surveillance on the lower floors and improve 
footfall and activity of the new public space. 
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PUBLIC
Water Source Heat Pump

Civic Space

Public park space

Natural swimming pool

Cafe/Changing Facilities

Servicing/Plant

Retail Stalls

Entrance Lobby

RESIDENTIAL
1 Bed Apartment

2 Bed Apartment

3 Bed Apartment

Communal Amenity Space

Communal Co-Working Space

Entrance Lobby

Bin Store

Cycle Storage

Plant
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Audrey
Audrey has multiple 

amenities at her doorstop 
including a coffee shop 
where she often goes to 

meet her friends.
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Hybrid Timber Structure 
The building will make use of a combination 
of carefully chosen materials to ensure the 

properties of each are maximised. A concrete 
core will provide a central spine to the 

development with all building services, vertical 
circulation and contained within tried and tested 

technologies. A steel and aluminium outer 
skin will provide appropriate fire performance, 
durability and strength and contribute to the 

buildings distinctive appearance. The buildings 
cross laminated timber internals, including floors, 

internal walls and columns will significantly 
reduce the structures carbon footprint and create 

tactile and high quality, healthy living spaces. 

Wind Analysis
Whilst subject to further interrogation and 

detailed specialist input the massing form has 
evolved in response to the prevailing south 
westerly winds with an increasingly slender 
building form as you move up the building. 
Furthermore screens and canopies will be 

integrated to ensure external spaces at ground 
level and throughout the building are a pleasant 

and safe environment.

Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy 
Layers of landscaping are brought up from the neighbouring park and into dedicated functional 
and amenity spaces within the building.  Spaces for growing, playing, relaxation, socialising and 

gathering are provided throughout the green spaces within the building. As you travel up the building 
the privacy of these spaces increases which allows the local residents to relax in 

dedicated environments, whilst also encouraging the public into this extension of 
Castle Park at the lower levels.

The proposal looks to significantly enhance the biodiversity within the site and 
contribute towards Castle Park’s status as an urban lung of Bristol. Currently, 

the scheme looks to provide circa 3378sqm of green space (2813sqm of 
horizontal/ amenity and 565sqm of a green wall) sqm of space has the 
potential to increase/enhance biodiversity (more than twice the site 

area), based on initial calculations looking 
to provide an urban green factor of 

approximately 1.74.

Sustainability 
The Avonside terrarium aims to achieve a net zero carbon strategy through a multifaceted 

approach to reducing both the operational and embodied energy of the building 
throughout its life-cycle.

Operational Carbon - Integral to this strategy is utilising the valuable natural resources 
on this city centre site. The building will filter the water from the River Avon to irrigate the 
layers of landscaping and abundance of planting which will contribute to improving the 

air quality of the local area. The building will be powered and heated through the district 
heating system, with any excess energy from the on site heat pump used to warm the 

Lido. The building fabric will consist of highly insulated, modular timber construction to 
Passivhaus standard, to lower operational energy demands and enable a fast construction 
program. The steel and aluminium outer skin will be as lean as possible, with the structure 
carefully designed to eliminate excess material usage and ensure the highest performance.

Embodied Carbon -The embodied energy of the building will be significantly reduced 
through the careful selection of innovative and economical materials. A 70% GGBS 

reinforced concrete core will incorporate recycled waste material from the iron 
manufacture process to lower the carbon footprint of our structure which runs up the 

centre of the building, supporting the many layers of residential and landscaped layers. Pre-
fabricated timber panels designed for disassembly, capture carbon for the duration of the 
life-cycle of the building and can be re-used again, further strengthening the sustainability 
credentials of Avonside Terrarium. The Cross Laminated Timber within the Wall and Floor 
construction will enable us to ‘capture carbon’ and store it throughout the lifespan of the 

building, in addition to providing significant benefits to the occupants.

Biodiversity is at the heart of the 
concept, with extensive rewilding and 

urban greening proposed, paired with the 
use of sustainable building practices which 

works towards a net-zero carbon strategy. 
Green pocket spaces rising up through the 

building are an extension of the Park 
creating private, public and community 
spaces for everyone to benefit from. The 

introduction of a natural pool (heated by 
the heat exchanger) enables the water to 

reclaim part of the site for riverside planting, 
enhancing the connection of Castle Park to 

the natural resource of the river, and the 
creation of an oasis of wildlife at the edge 

of the park.
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View from the natural swimming pool looking westwards - Biodiversity 
enhancement and community place-making go hand in hand to 
support  and enrich one another.

 Fiona and Gemma’s 
strong ethical views 
mean they’re drawn 
to the sustainable 
workplace and eco 

credentials.

Servicing
The landscape has been carefully considered 

to facilitate efficient use of the site for servicing 
and maintain access to the existing heat pump. 

A structure integrated into the landscape 
adjacent to Castle Street will be used 

for refuse storage and collection, and 
service vehicles for the heat pump will 
be able to access the pump from the 

main thoroughfare adjacent to the natural 
pools, with a turning head integrated into 

the new speakers forum to accommodate this. 
Deliveries will be dealt with from within the 

generous foyer at Park level, with smart building 
technology used to inform users.

Fire Strategy 
The proposal will ensure the highest levels of fire 
safety through careful consideration of:
•  Non – combustible external materials used to 

prevent the spread of fire

•   Clear, regulation compliant protected 
means of escape 

•  Compartmentation and fire resisting 
construction to prevent internal fire and 
smoke spread

•  Fire alarm system strategy and maintenance 

•  Fire Fighting Access
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Lido swimming close to 
home helps Justin lead a 

healthy and social lifestyle. 
Aisha loves becoming a 

stronger swimmer and being 
close to nature



DESIGN INTENTION
The team has thoroughly enjoyed pulling together this submission and having the opportunity 
to develop upon our initial ideas. It has been a rewarding and valuable experience to ‘push the 
envelope’ and further discussions on urban living and championing sustainable development. Our 
concept centres around the idea of a terrarium, a multi-functional micro-ecosystem that creates and 
nurtures an ideal environment for life. This terraria creates a layered response to the site, embedding 
within it socio-economic values, community engagement, low carbon and net-zero strategies and 
enhanced biodiversity with the purpose of creating an exemplar proposal for urban living. Our 
Stage 2 submission outlines in detail our approach to creating high quality accommodation through 
biophilic design and net-zero carbon strategies across three themes Civic (relating to the city context), 
Abode (relating to residents and the local community) and Habitat (relating to biodiversity and 
environmental context). We have outlined specific points which relate to the Design Intention, based 
on the judging criteria, below.

Building Design - The concept centres around the use of biophilic design with a view to significantly 
increase and enhance biodiversity across the site. A series of landscape strata rise through the building 
as a vertical extension of Castle Park. A layered approach to the building appearance, weaving in a 
framed metal exoskeleton with planted levels and balconies creates a well-proportion and elegant 
structure when viewed from close up and further afield. At 20 storeys, we are aspiring to utilise the 
ethos of vertical forests to create a tall building which celebrates its position within Castle Park to the 
City. We are looking to utilise a hybrid timber structure and the use of cross laminated timber for the 
floors and walls of the main building (concrete core and steel exoskeleton) in order to both reduce 
the embodied carbon, improve the health and wellbeing of residents internally, alongside targeting 
net zero carbon strategies to set a new standard for sustainable design in Bristol. The building has 
been designed and integrated around the water source heat pump and constraints of the culvert to 
ensure it operates in harmony with the site, whilst making use of the innovative energy source to heat 
both the proposed residential accommodation as well as the natural swimming pool.

The Building and its Context - The primary concept is to minimise the building footprint in order to 
unlock and maximise the site at the ground floor for public use and biodiversity gain, whilst ensuring 
a connection and extension of Castle Park and the Riverside. The landscaped spaces and biophilic 
design through-out the building act to visually identify Castle Park’s position within the city. A range 
of spaces at ground level have been created to ensure connectivity and inclusivity for public and 
community use. There is the opportunity for retail spaces such as retail pods and cafés, alongside a 
natural swimming pool which contributes to the natural character and value of Castle Park. A civic 
forum with tiered seating can be utilised for cultural events, allowing Castle Park to reconnect with 
the river frontage, creating a space that allows the local community to have a voice. With equal 
value, the entry sequence to residential dwellings is of vital importance to ensure there is a welcome 
environment from both riverside and Castle Park which is secure and separately defined from the 
public spaces.

Design Viability - Approximately 100 dwellings are provided through a mix of 1,2,3 beds apartments, 
all of which are in line with NDSS, benefiting from dual aspect or southernly aspect (avoiding single 
facing northernly aspect) and planted private amenity space. Accessibility and inclusivity is a key 
focus, with the potential for all dwellings to be M4(2) or better, with an allowance for a minimum of 
2% to be M4(3) wheelchair accessible dwellings. The residential dwellings are supported by a range 
of facilities including plentiful cycle and bin storage, as well as a range of landscaped amenity spaces 
within the building for a range of uses including recreation and growing fruit and vegetable. A shared 
co-working space is also provided to support remote working alongside developing skills within an 
educational environment designed to support and empower residents and the local community. We 
appreciate our design aspirations are high, as they should be, and of course further interrogation and 
brief development is needed. However, we believe the number of dwellings provided alongside the 
mixture of revenue generating uses on the ground floor such as membership to the natural swimming 
pool will contribute to the ongoing maintenance required on a biophilic proposal such as this, 
ensuring long term viability and success.

Showcasing Progress - Our proposal seeks to set an exemplar standard for sustainable development 
within Bristol, seeking to dramatically enhance biodiversity across the site (over double the site area). 
The integration of biophilic design across both public and private amenity spaces is central to our 
design and will need further interrogation to ensure the proposal remains viable and attractive. The 
idea of utilising the river water through a filtered system to irrigate the planting across the building 
should be considered.



Should we be successful in being appointed to progress this proposal, we have set our initial thoughts 
on the design process below. This outlines the next steps to ensure a successful transition between a 
competition entry into a viable development opportunity.

Brief and understanding Site Constraints – At the outset we would initiate a workshop with Goram 
Homes to fully understand the brief, viability and aspirations for the project in a transparent and 
open forum. This will allow us to interrogate our proposal, with what works and what may not be as 
successful with a view to honing the brief to ensure it is fit for purpose. In parallel we would look to 
get under the skin of the site constraints particularly with regards to the water source heat pump 
and seek to initiate any surveys which may be required in order to ensure we are beginning on firm 
footings.

Consultant Team and Expertise (Collaboration and Communication) - Our proposal sets outs quite 
the challenge, but we openly acknowledge we ourselves do not have all the answers! We believe 
with the right expertise and team in place (for example relating to hybrid timber structures), there 
is a real opportunity to develop something truly exemplar. It is therefore fundamental that we tap 
into local expertise and technical support in order to pull together a wholly integrated design team 
from the word go to ensure the best possible route forwards. We would suggest setting out in the 
project plan with a clear set of roles and responsibilities for all members of the project team so that 
communication can be directed to the relevant member or their supporting staff member.

Our overall approach to working within the project team will be to ensure that open communication 
and collaboration sits at the heart of everything the team does. This is founded on integration around 
common objectives, processes, cultures, values, reward and risk. A communication structure and 
protocols for the project will be agreed and set out in the project plan we will draft with the input of 
all members of the project team at the outset of the project. 

Planning Consultation - Engagement with Bristol City Council including related stakeholder parties 
such as Design Review Panels and Statutory consultees (for example Historic England) should be 
initiated at the outset. Early and on-going touchpoints will be vital in ensuring a positive dialogue, 
working towards shared common goals and utilising local knowledge and expertise. A planning 
Performance Agreement would seem sensible to establish a timetable for working towards a 
submission process. The design team will undertake a thorough review of the planning requirements 
and constraints to develop our services strategies, energy models and sustainable systems for the 
projects (for example an on-going tracker of Urban Living Framework). Internal reviews will occur 
involving a critical review team at Barton Willmore to ensure developing proposals meet the relevant 
local and national planning requirements. 

Community and Stakeholder Engagement - It is clear that community engagement will be a 
fundamental part of the process. The on-going engagement process will be vital to ensure a smooth 
process through to gaining a planning approval as well as ensuring the realisation of the wider 
objectives. It is vital that the community and key stakeholders are well informed, feeling involved in 
the process. The theme of co-creation focuses on ensuring the community is both recognised and 
validated in their input to ensure that they come on the journey with us, rather than against us. Early 
on-going conversations will enable a clear communication structure from the get-go. 

At the start of the process, we would create a route map with clear milestones, starting with broad 
issues and topics with a view to hone these down as we progress through the workshops. Throughout 
the series of workshops and events with stakeholders and residents, we would take them through 
the process of identifying the key relevant issues and working with them to devise positive solutions 
to move the proposals forwards. It is at this stage that the discussion tools mentioned in our Design 
Approach would be key to facilitating a dialogue from which to build upon. We would then develop a 
toolkit of mediums with which we could communicate ideas and designs throughout the workshops.

Fundamental to this process is a transparent managed approach where the aspirations, limitations, 
realities and overall objectives are laid out, which demonstrates an aligned vision i.e. in order to do 
this, you will need to do this. This approach will build trust and embed both social and economic 
value within the developing proposal.

DESIGN PROCESS



Barton Willmore is a multi-disciplinary national design practice with an extensive track record of 
delivering high-quality community based mixed-use residential schemes across a range of scales. We 
have lived and worked in the heart of Bristol for over 30 years, we know and love this city and believe 
we are well placed to contribute towards these exciting future plans at Castle Park.

We are Architects, Urban Designers, Landscape Architects, Planners, Graphic Designers, 
Environmentalists and Community Engagers. We are passionate about creating sustainable 
communities, and we believe great places are created through meaningful collaboration and a real 
understanding of places and people.

Successful new urban places require a careful blend of design skills. Our range of urban regeneration 
experience is based on a collaborative approach to challenging complex sites with multiple constraints 
and historical sympathies. As a multi-disciplinary team, we understand the importance of teamwork 
and communication. Our ability to work together across boundaries allows us the opportunity to 
approach projects from every angle and knit together various factors to deliver great places to live, 
work and socialise.

As a team, we collectively possess a range of environmental skills required to positively tackle the scale 
of the climate challenge ahead of us. We believe we should be bold in the assertion for an exemplar 
sustainable proposal, working collectively as the design team to capitalise on this unique opportunity 
to shape the future of Bristol and embed sustainable and biophilic design principles at all scales as a 
golden thread through the proposal.

With the inclusion of dedicated graphic communication and community engagement teams, we ensure 
that design proposals are proactively communicated to communities and stakeholders, something 
which will be fundamental to maintaining positive momentum throughout the project. Key team 
members are actively involved in delivering architectural proposals, masterplanning, landscape design 
and communication skills across a wide range of projects. We are at the leading edge of our professions 
and are engaged in world-class, UK government-funded research projects as well as teaching in leading 
UK Universities.

Building homes is at the heart of what we do, and we recognise the need for positive change within the 
housing industry. The provision of high quality affordable housing as part of sustainable community 
is central to our core values as a practice. This project creates an opportunity for us all to challenge 
and redefine the principles behind building communities, placing social value at the forefront of 
the conversation. We look forward to working within a team and stakeholder group that share these 
values. We are confident that together we possess the skills, knowledge and innovation to help deliver 
a collective vision for Castle Park and Bristol that will not only enable the timely progression of this 
important site but a strategy for its wider engagement and reputation. We look forward to introducing 
our team to you.

Experience



STAKEHOLDER
The stakeholder workshop was a wonderful opportunity to discuss our ideas and concepts with a wide 
and varied range of eager stakeholders. We were very grateful to both Goram Homes/Bristol Housing 
Festival for organising the event and to the stakeholders for their time and valuable input/feedback. 
We have reviewed this feedback received from the Stakeholder Workshop in detail, and set out what 
we believe to be the most pertinent points and how we have addressed them through this submission 
or would seek to if taken to the next stage. Overall, we were heartened to read of the positivity in 
relation to our aspirations for biophilic design and urban forestry.

Biodiversity and Urban Greening – The key concept was positively received, however there were 
questions around maintenance and the commercial realities/viability. We have sought to provide 
further information within the submission, outlining the biophilic design elements and the potential 
for use of the filtered river water for irrigation. We are also utilising the idea that the membership of 
the natural swimming pool (whilst free for residents) and rental from the café/retail pods could be 
used as an asset-based revenue stream to fund maintenance costs. At this stage further development 
is needed to hone the brief and understand costs/viability to ensure they are in line with the projects 
aspirations and benefits this will bring to both residents and the wider community.

Height - The feedback relayed concern over the height of the building and the need to demonstrate 
context analysis to determine its suitability. We feel a building of this typology with integrated 
landscape layers and biophilic design seeking to significantly enhance biodiversity, strengthen Castle 
Parks position as an ‘urban lung’  in Bristol, and should set a new standard for tall buildings in the 
city centre context. The submission outlines a more detailed townscape study and justification of the 
massing form alongside further information outlining how the building will sit within its context. There 
are of course further studies and engagement needed as part of the process to ensure the scheme 
is shaped to respond, however, we want to remain bold in championing biophilic design within tall 
buildings.

Connectivity to Castle Park – The connection between the building and Castle Park is vital. This has 
been further developed throughout the submission to showcase the enhancements and opportunities 
the development will bring to the Castle Park and the riverside. We have provided more detail for 
examples on the civic forum space and how the sequences of spaces from ground level upwards will 
flow. 

Urban Agriculture – The feedback around growing food has proved very insightful and helped us 
progress our thinking on a number of levels. Simple features have been adopted; we have allocated 
areas for food deliveries/collection for (example milk/bread), and allowed for growing planters on 
balconies. There is also opportunities for the green layers of the building to be used and managed as 
‘allotment’ spaces, subject to further discussion and resolution of how they can be best utilised. 

Safety and Security of all that use the spaces is of paramount importance to the proposal, from 
residents to members of the public. This opportunity to enhance safety and security also extends 
across the rest of Castle Park. We have carefully considered the entry sequence to the building for 
residents alongside the arrangement of spaces and mixture of uses to ensure natural surveillance at 
every level, throughout the day. 

Inclusivity and Accessibility is key to our concept across the scheme from the public spaces through 
to the design of the apartments. Whilst we have sought to integrate our knowledge and expertise 
of designing residential accommodation (embody wheelchair design guide and embracing HAPPI 
principles) we would encourage further engagement with the Bristol Disability Network to ensure their 
voice and knowledge base is integrated as part of the process.

Heritage - There is a rich tapestry of history within Castle Park and the city centre which the proposal 
needs to be sensitive and responsive to. For example we have ensured that the historic wall to the 
north is retain and displayed with exhibition boards outlining the history of the area. Further analysis 
and understanding is required, but moving forwards it is important there is a synergy between 
respecting and honouring the past but moving forwards and championing sustainable design. Bristol 
Civic Society are a key stakeholder and are well versed in engaging in large city centre project such 
as this. It will be important to establish a positive and open dialogue throughout the engagement 
process, with their concerns balanced as part of the bigger picture.


