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Above: Hand drawn by our Urban Design
team - a bird’s-eye view of a local centre
at the heart of a new settlement, sited
on a former airfield near Cambridge. The
layout in this part is heavily influenced by
the geometries of the runway strips, and
comprises a wide range of uses, including
shops, apartments, a secondary school,
health and community facilities.

WELCOME...
“

As the UK’s largest independent, integrated
planning and design consultancy, we are
passionate about creating places. Places
that people love and cherish, places that
make a difference, places that people
call home.

Originally established as an Architectural
Practice over 80 years ago, our inter-disciplinary
architectural, masterplanning and urban
design teams combine to provide a wealth
of experience; creating homes and
communities for all.
From our 13 offices nationwide we have the
national influence and local knowledge
to respond to current challenges and
successfully deliver projects that are
not only commercially viable but also
innovative, dynamic and sustainable.
Over the following pages we take
you on a journey, highlighting how
our integrated team provides a
strong design-led approach from
design through to planning and
delivery.

”

Nick Collins
Architectural Partner
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WORKING WITH
BARTON WILLMORE
We believe great value environments and buildings for people,
communities, owners and investors are only possible with
architects and designers who work well with their clients.
It’s important to us that we appreciate and nurture
this critical relationship with all our clients, both
new and long-standing, to successfully
deliver projects.

Championing the vision

Delivering technical innovation

We understand that all projects begin with a
strong vision, which needs skill, experience,
communication and leadership to be able to
be protected and nurtured through to delivery
to provide the greatest value. We place our
clients in the heart of this process, at all stages,
ensuring we maintain their aspirations from
concept to completion.

Good designers are good problem solvers but
the true skill is blending both the concept
design flair and technical innovation into a
single offer. Clients recognise and value the
technical skill in good deliverable design at all
stages of the process. We view design as a single
comprehensive process from concept through to
completion.

Listening and understanding

Learning and improving

Clients build for a multitude of specific reasons,
the skill of the designer is to understand how
the clients business works and to truly listen
and understand their influences, concerns and
aspirations. Viability is key to successful design
and we invest in understanding the clients
world, pre-empting issues to optimise all aspects
of the design.

In the ever changing built environment of
climate change, sustainability, BIM, artificial
intelligence and social value, what is the future
of the designer? Continuous project feedback,
training, mentoring and involvement in RIBA
education programmes alongside involvement
in the national design debate is central to our
professionalism. This maintains our flexibility
and position within the wider design agenda and
market-pace.

Engaging with people
Good communication and people skills forge
lasting team relationships and create the
opportunity for valuable long term client
relationships that are the corner stone to our
success. Teamwork, collaboration, anticipation,
respect, communication, empathy and
cooperation are vital skills core to us and our
long-standing reputation.

Social value and wellbeing
Critical to our clients successes in their future
developments, social value and wellbeing are
increasingly important to the design process
as well as being a key part of who we are as
an employer. We are therefore committed to
developing the very highest standards to meet
not only the expectations of our clients but also
our staff and future generations.

Opposite: Vision for Permitted Development
office conversion and new build residential
homes, Reading.
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Client brief

DESIGN
	Site visit

“

Great architecture is delivered by
considering impact at every level. Through
collaboration with our clients and
stakeholders at every stage of a project, my
role and the team’s role is to advise, test
and inform proposals.
Combine this with our collaborative approach - I draw
on town and environmental planners, landscape
designers and heritage specialists on a daily basis and intimate knowledge of Building Regulations,
and we are able to design schemes with robust
core ambitions and principles which are finely
balanced with commercial reality.
Steve Tapper
Architectural Director

”

	Opportunities &
Constraints

Workshops

Our team secure efficiencies through
maximisation of layout standardisation
and flexibility, as well as an intricate
understanding of detailed design and
delivery, as demonstrated overleaf.
	Design principles

	Feasibility

	Stage review
& de-brief

HOMES THAT
REVIVE…
Stitching the river back into the community
at Newnham Park, Bedford

Client: Kennedy Wilson
Mixed use
128 homes
Extends the riverside walk –
accessible and useable
Residential proposals offer an
opportunity to enhance and
promote an under-utilised
leisure asset
Site on Scheduled Monument
‘Newnham Priory’
10
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Having advised the owners
of Aspects Leisure Park for
the last 15 years, we were
most recently commissioned
to consider its future and
the contribution residential
development could make to
reinvigorate it. Located on
the banks of the River Great
Ouse, the site was previously
home to Newnham Priory - a
Scheduled Ancient Monument.
With its proximity to water,
there was an opportunity
to deliver residential
accommodation that not only
maximises the location but
also delivers much needed new

MARK BAKER
ASSOCIATE ARCHITECT

“

Setting these new homes
back from the river will open
up this previously neglected
riverside area, enhancing
and increasing accessibility
and completing the
riverside walk.
12

”

homes for the town that can
make better use of Aspects
amenities.
We worked closely with
Historic England to create a
residential masterplan that is
connected to the site’s historic
past by carefully aligning the
buildings to provide views from
the site to the wider monastic
estate that would have been in
existence. This inter-visibility
was key to Historic England
supporting the proposals.
Setting the residential blocks

back from the river opens
up the area, enhancing
accessibility and completing
the existing riverside walk.
Alongside this, we have
increased flexibility within
the wider retail park
and refurbished units to
architecturally unite these
two very different elements
and begin to build a place of
the future.

HEALTHY HOMES
WITH HISTORY…
Creating an exemplary sense of place at ex-MoD
site Louisburg, Hampshire

Client: Barratt Homes
Residential
500 homes
Healthy New Town
Building for Life
design-led scheme

PETER NEWTON
ARCHITECTURAL DIRECTOR

“

Designing a strong sense
of place in this ex-military
barracks was key to creating
a well-connected new
community.

”

500 new jobs
Business and enterprise centre
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Whitehill and Bordon is an
ex-military site and barracks,
but in 2009 it was catapulted
into public view when it was
allocated as one of the then
Government’s ten new
‘Eco-Towns’.
The old Louisburg barracks
form a key part of Homes
England’s larger new
community – now designated
a ‘Healthy New Town’ – and
from the outset we needed
to create a distinctive, high

16

quality and sustainable
development that acts as a
positive gateway to Bordon.
Our design is rooted in the
military garrison heritage
with our layout utilising a
gridded street pattern which
prioritises pedestrians and
cyclists.
Building for Life criteria
drove all design responses,
while public realm focuses on
fostering social interaction
and a sense of community.

DOMINIC SCOTT
MASTERPLANNING PARTNER

“

The variety and distribution
of spaces fosters community
spirit and engage the residents
with the environment, as
well as drawing people from
the wider town to the new
neighbourhood. Dedicated
pedestrian/cycle paths and a
town-wide signage strategy
encourage residents to
walk and cycle within the
development and beyond,
promoting healthy lifestyles,
social interaction and reducing
dependence on the car.

”
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ADAPTABLE
URBAN HOMES…
Responding to changing and adaptable ways of
urban living at Cox and Wyman, Reading

Client: Thames Properties
Residential
96 homes
Flexible floor layouts
Contemporary design
Retaining industrial
environment to ensure any
change of use on adjacent land

KIM COHEN
PLANNING PARTNER

“

Ensuring that local residents
and stakeholders were engaged
with during the planning process
was incredibly important to us.
We did this through various ways
and means, but one of the most
popular forms of consultation
involved the use of our virtual
reality headsets that gave people
a real-life experience for how the
scheme would look and feel.

”
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ELITSA BOYADZHIEVA
SENIOR ARCHITECT
& BIM COORDINATOR

“

Using Revit allows us to offer
virtual ‘3D CGI tours’ of the
proposals at a very early stage
in the design process, and
at any point beyond. People
can easily visualise design
proposals and therefore engage
in meaningful debate, resulting
in more effective reviews and
decision making. Ultimately,
this leads to a more efficient
design process and an end
product that is fully aligned
with the client’s brief.

This modern approach to
family housing seeks to
act as a mediator between
‘two up two down’ Victorian
terraces to the south and large
industrial units to the north.
Responding through building
mass, height and materials
was critical to delivering a
successful proposition for
unique and appealing urban
intensification. Contemporary
architecture offers flexible
floor layouts including the
added perk of an above garage

space for an office or gym
perhaps. Garage and off-street
parking alleviate community
fears for their congested
surrounding roads, while a
mews style approach delivers
an active frontage onto a
central road through the site.
Through every design decision,
knitting the development back
into the surrounding industrial
environment has been central
to ensuring this development
works for any change of use on
adjacent land.

”
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HOMES THAT SET
STANDARDS FOR DESIGN…
Setting design precedent for Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire

Client: Bellway Homes
Residential
264 homes
First parcel in the
Bidwell West Development
Re-elevated standard
Bellway Homes
Design code

22

Responding to a strict Design
Code and masterplan, we
designed and delivered 264
homes as part of the first
parcel in the Bidwell West
Development, on the northern
edge of Houghton Regis. An
already well-established
relationship with Central
Bedfordshire Council enabled
our design team to make best
use of a Planning Performance
Agreement between Bellway
Homes and Central

Bedfordshire Council, which
facilitated regular meetings
and consistent involvement
from their Senior Planning
Officer throughout the project.
Tailoring existing house
types to meet the Design
Code requirements, required
careful material and layout
considerations as well as
extensive negotiation with
the Local Authority at
frequent intervals.

23

	Pre-app

PLANNING
“

Truly inter-disciplinary teams understand
the implications of their decisions at a
macro and micro scale.

	Consultation process

We work with our designers every day, at
every scale, together interpreting policy,
political context, site topography and client objectives.
This enables us to develop an early residential project
brief and approach which is carefully shaped to
meet both need and ambition.
Working with Local Authority Offices day to day,
we understand their perspective. This helps us
drive proactive design discussions and decisions
throughout the early phases of design. By
building this understanding quickly, projects
can often secure crucial flexibility and
buy-in in their early stages.
Georgina Nelson
Associate Planner

	Application

”

Across the following pages we explore
small and large communities which
have benefited from all these skills
and abilities.
	Approval

	Stage review
& de-brief

HOMES THAT
SPARK COMMUNITY...
Creating contemporary homes which make the most of their
setting and spark the beginning of a brand new place to
live, work and play at Canalside, Wichelstowe

26

Client: Wichelstowe LLP
New community
1,650 homes
Canalside
Major urban development
Phase 1 of the Middle and
West Wichel sites

Located on the Wilts and Berks
canal, Canalside lies at the
heart of Wichelstowe, a major
urban development to the
south of Swindon. These are
the first two parcels of land to
come forward on the Middle
and West Wichel parcels
and present an architectural

response which sets a new
distinctive character for the
wider development, responding
to its waterside location.
As such our scheme sets a
strong design ambition and
precedent to drive the wider
character of Wichelstowe and
deliver a real sense of place.

27

AVRIL CHADWICK
DESIGN DIRECTOR

“

Blending established house
types with contemporary
design has enabled us to
develop a distinctive yet
commercially astute heart to
Wichelstowe, maximising it’s
waterside location.

”
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REINVIGORATING
A COMMUNITY…
Creating a new healthy community
in Somerdale, Keynsham

Client: Taylor Wimpey
Mixed use community
700 homes
Much-loved community
Pavilion
Variety of architecture
11,000 sqm of
employment space

Our designers transformed
this high profile and politically
sensitive project from the
much-loved but disused
Cadbury’s factory into a new
thriving neighbourhood in
the heart of Keynsham. We
implemented a masterplan
focused on connectivity and a
walkable neighbourhood, while
the sizeable range of house
types consistently reflect and
maximise the site’s industrial
heritage and natural setting.
Throughout the design’s
evolution, early engagement
with the local authority,
key stakeholders and public
demonstrated the need for a
modern, flexible community
hub for Keynsham to replace
the decades old Fry Club.
Our architects responded
by designing the Somerdale
Pavilion; a multi-functional,
versatile and flexible
community centre to replace
the much-loved old social hub
of the area.
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JACQUES TOERIEN
DESIGN DIRECTOR

“

Cadbury’s had a huge impact
on its surroundings both
physically and economically but
also importantly from a social
perspective. We needed to ensure
our designs respected this and,
to whatever extent possible,
repaired the gap left, to deliver
a strong vibrant community
which supports wider Keynsham
as well as its new residents.

”

33

HOMES THAT FIT WITH
THEIR SURROUNDINGS…
Situated between conflicting architecture, a selection
of new homes on New North Road, London

Client: CBRE
Mixed Use
61 homes
Mixed use scheme
Complimentary architecture
Strong public realm

34

Surrounded by Georgian,
Victorian and brutalist
architecture, this redundant
industrial site posed an
interesting architectural
challenge. Working closely
with our townscape planning
team, massing analyses helped
our architecture team build an
understanding of important
views and routes to the local
St John’s Church and wider

London landmark’s, as well as
considering how the proposed
homes and workspace units
could best address and feed
into the existing streetscape.
The complimentary final
design reflects existing
building material colours and
proportions, whilst securing
valuable intensification
without threatening existing
rights to light.
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HOMES
FOR LATER
LIVING...
Providing high quality later
living at Great Alne Park

Client: Renaissance Villages /
Inspired Villages
Later living
166 homes
Local vernacular style
Village shop
Central facilities building
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SEAN PEMBROKE
SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL
TECHNICIAN

“

We designed the scheme
sympathetically to the area,
taking reference from local
building styles and materials. Our
design ethos takes in to account
the needs of its residents,
providing clear way finding, areas
of tranquillity, a sense of place
and sociable areas, creating a
stimulating new neighbourhood
that residents call home.

”

On the edge of a rural village
and within the Green Belt,
Great Alne Park was the
location of the former Great
Alne Hall, demolished in 1940
and more recently the home
of Maudslay Motor Company
- manufacturers of cars and
heavy commercial vehicles.
As a result, our client was
faced with both heritage and
contamination challenges in
securing the sites allocation.

along with meeting another
pressing need for the region:
an aging demographic and the
associated shortage of later
living accommodation.

Given this context, our
architects and planners
worked with the local
authority and client team
to develop a proposal which
addressed these challenges,

Our architectural response
was developed in close
collaboration with the
council and client, to reflect
the traditional vernacular

The provision of a luxury later
living accommodation scheme
enabled our client to develop
the site sensitively at relatively
low density, respecting the
site’s historic and landscape
context.

and materials of the local
area. We delivered modern,
fully accessible and versatile
homes that enable residents
to live independently, whilst
still becoming part of a
community, and provided
services on site that enable
the residents to enjoy a diverse
range of care and community
benefits, as required by a
development of this nature.
Most notably, the development
and design of a central
facilities building sought to
specifically replicate the style,
scale, form and circulation of
the original Great Alne Hall.

EXCLUSIVE
HOMES THAT
DELIVER VALUE...
Designing quality, sustainable homes for staff at Radley College

Client: Radley College
Residential
13 homes
High quality
Responded to heritage context
Homes for staff

40

Radley College is a prominent
independent boarding school
that plays an important
role in the local community.
Reinvesting in its education
provision is always paramount,
particularly when campus
assets can facilitate this growth.
A portfolio review by our
planning and design teams
quickly identified opportunities
for asset management, that
would provide enhanced
education opportunities and

enable the delivery of other
developments to release
significant funds for more
education opportunities.
A development of 13 homes,
built exclusively for staff,
was our initial project and
has set a precedent for
future adjacent residential
development, both in terms
of architectural language and
ambition, while respecting
neighbouring homes and the
local vernacular.
41

	Assessment of planning
drawings & conditions

DELIVERY
“

Our experienced team have
built a plethora of information
that is crucial to informing and
enhancing efficiency in the
delivery stage.
Modern methods of
construction, detailing, BIM software and
visualisation techniques enable us to
embed efficiencies and quality while
retaining and strengthening the
original ambition
at every decision.

”

	Keeping design
true to planning

	Maximise planning
conditions/potential

Graham Boyce
Technical Manager

Here we showcase some of the
residential projects we have
guided through to delivery
and are most proud of.

	Building regulation
construction information
& detailed drawings

	Site involvement
& handover

Stage review & de-brief

REGENERATION
VIA A HEALTHY
COMMUNITY…
Transforming a brownfield site into a healthy, sustainable
community at The Ashlands, Portishead

Clients: Crest Nicholson,
Persimmon Homes, Taylor
Wimpey, Charles Church,
Knightstone Housing,
Hanover and Barratt.
New community
4,300 homes
New marina
40 ha nature reserve
Brownfield land
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Architecture was key in
creating distinctive character
areas, using different styles,
colours and local materials
to differentiate between the
different neighbourhoods,
creating a strong sense of
place throughout. Completed
in 2016, we remain very proud
of this significant settlement
and our role in its delivery at
every stage of the planning,
design and delivery process.
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“

The Ashlands is a great place
to live. The everyday facilities,
network of open and green
spaces, public art and cycling
and walking routes really unite
the mixed community here
whilst the architectural design
provides colour, character a
distinct seaside identity,
which we love!

Previously one of the largest
brownfield sites in the South
West, The Ashlands today is
a thriving mixed community
that has revived Portishead’s
industrial heartland. We set out
to create a place with distinctive
character areas and sense of
place, and as a result delivered
one of the first communities
in the country to be created
with a design-focused approach,
responding to design guidance
from CABE.
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A DESIGN-LED
NEW COMMUNITY…
Using design to promote successful accessibility
in Kilnwood Vale, Crawley

Clients: Crest Nicholson
Mixed use community
2,500 homes
Strategic design code
Equestrian, walking
and cycle routes
Materials palette reflects
the arts and crafts style
48
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Delivering a new mixed
use neighbourhood
accommodating over 2,500
homes takes a complex and
talented team of individuals.
Designing at all scales, our
hybrid application and
strategic design code for these
proposals on the edge of
Crawley, also provided a new
access road from the A264.

A diverse neighbourhood
centre delivering retail,
education and employment.
A railway station and energy
hub was also created.
Architecturally, we took
our cues from the West
Sussex vernacular, with the
development sharing some
common building forms and

materials palette with the
Arts and Crafts style. This
enabled us to connect the
neighbourhood with its wider
locality. In addition to cycle
and walking routes, the rural
connections of this site were
reinforced with the inclusion
of an equestrian route.
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REINTEGRATING
COMMUNITIES…
Stitching small sites back into the wider urban fabric with
the 21C Homes Small Sites Programme, Edinburgh

Clients: Robertson
Partnership Homes
Residential
719 homes
Part of the Edinburgh City
Council’s 21st Century Homes
Small Sites Programme
Major brownfield regeneration
Improved connectivity
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STUART BISHOP
ARCHITECTURAL DIRECTOR

“

These brownfield gap
sites are spread across the
city within established
residential neighbourhoods.
Our proposals put these gaps
back to use, knitting them
back into the community
and contributing to the
neighbourhood regeneration.

”
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Edinburgh City Council’s 21st
Century Homes Small Sites
Programme will see new
affordable and mid-market
rent properties delivered
across the north and west of
Edinburgh, and is part of a
wider programme to deliver
40,000 affordable and midmarket homes across the city
over the coming decade.
Working in partnership with
Robertson Partnership Homes,
we have developed seven of
the sites.

As each new development
is being built on often
constrained plots within
existing communities, knitting
these previously redundant
sites back into the community
has been fundamental.
Producing sound and inclusive
masterplans has been key to
this, as has thorough public
engagement with existing
communities. A common
architectural aesthetic has also
been consistently maintained
across the variety of locations,
with tweaks and responses to
local vernacular and setting.

URBAN
INTENSIFICATION…
Responding to the existing urban fabric in Poplar, London

Client: Telford Homes Plc
Mixed use
170 homes
(incl. 50 social housing)
50,000 sq ft hotel
Improved connectivity
95,000 sq ft of
employment space
Award winning development

JOHN HAXWORTH
LANDSCAPE PARTNER

“

We designed the open space
so that it could be used for a
multitude of pop-up events,
really making it a place in
which people would enjoy
spending their time. That,
along with robust landscaping
and seating on a route that
rises and falls into the ground
surface, leading you across the
development and under an
elevated Aspen Way, ensures
both a community space and a
functional, safe route are part
of the development.

”
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PAUL JOSLIN
ARCHITECTURAL DIRECTOR

“

Recessed balconies as
opposed to projecting, were
used to increase the security
and safety of the residents.
We used Revit to produce the
drawings, which also proved to
be a great tool for collaborating
with the structural engineers
and panel manufacturers. The
Revit model went on to be used
by the client to produce a scale
model which was used at the
launch in London and Hong
Kong.

”

In the rapidly evolving
London Docklands, our
planners and architects
secured planning permission
for the redevelopment of
a redundant industrial
site located in the heart of
Poplar. Feasibility studies
highlighted the opportunity
for urban intensification and
specifically height, given its
location opposite a sea of
Canary Wharf’s finest towers.
The brick façade however,
provides an architectural
step change. A softening
of this grand scale offers
urban texture and a slightly
industrial feel through richly
hued brickwork, while the
colour ‘pop’ on the balconies

invigorates the elevations and
breaks up the uniformity. By
curving the towers footprint,
we reduced overshadowing on
surrounding properties, while
also creating interesting, and
at times challenging, floor
plates to design within. Use
of off-site pre-fabrication
techniques sped up delivery,
with fully finished panels
(including glazed windows
delivered direct from factory to
site) to secure fast construction
and high specification finish.
This quality development was
awarded the highly prestigious
Best London Apartment award
at the 2018 UK International
Property Awards.
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EXCITE

TOM MACKLEN
ASSOCIATE ARCHITECT

“

We are constantly
exploring new ideas and
looking to drive the use and
adaptation of technology
to support our approach.
By pushing innovation and
problem solving, our design
exploration seeks to develop
our own skills as designers
and the world around us. Our
inter-disciplinary team aims
to excite, provoke enthusiasm
and incite inspiration.

”
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