
CHESTER ZOO
Chester, Cheshire

Barton Willmore was appointed as planners 
by the North of England Zoological Society 
in 2007 and masterplanners and landscape 
designers in 2009, to deliver the Chester 
‘natural vision’ project. We then worked 
on Reserved Matters consent for Phase 
one ‘Islands’ of the Zoo’s major expansion 
programme, which was granted in November 
2012. Phase One opened to the public in July 
2015 adding the first zoo project of its kind to 
the Barton Willmore repertoire. We continue 
to advise the Zoo in respect of its strategic 
land holdings.

• Graphic Design

• Landscape Design

• Masterplanning

• Public Engagement

• Town Planning

SALISBURY PLAIN  
HERITAGE CENTRE
Larkhill, Wiltshire

Barton Willmore has been appointed as 
the planning, stakeholder engagement and 
environmental consultant for the major new 
Salisbury Plain Heritage Centre – the future 
home of the Royal Artillery Museum’s historic 
collection. As the planning and environmental 
consultant, we will be working to minimise 
the impact of the 6,000 sqm development on 
the surrounding nationally and internationally 
protected environment while enhancing the 
attraction for visitors to Salisbury Plain and 
the surrounding historic monuments.

• Environmental Planning

• Public Engagement

• Town Planning

KING ABDULLAH 
INTERNATIONAL GARDENS
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The extensive botanical gardens was 
commissioned by the City of Riyadh as a 
gift from the people of Saudi Arabia to King 
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz.  The project is set 
within the arid desert of the Saudi Central 
Region against a brief which sought to ‘create 
botanical gardens to rival those at Kew and 
Singapore’. The gardens feature a detailed 
time-line explaining the process of change 
that our precious planet continues to move 
through, exploring, demonstrating and 
portraying the great paleobotanical ages that 
have swept across this land. 

• Graphic Design

• Landscape Planning

• Masterplanning

• Public Engagement

EPSOM RACECOURSE
Epsom, Surrey

Our team secured full planning permission 
for a new Grandstand and Entrance Pavilion 
and, separately, a new 120 bedroom hotel, at 
Epsom Downs Racecourse. Both sites were 
located in the Green Belt and adjacent to 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. In 
addition to securing facilities appropriate for 
The Derby, the Grandstand proposals also  
seek to enable the racecourse to use the 
facilities outside of racing for large events. 

• Environmental Planning

• Public Engagement

• Town Planning

ROYAL ELM PARK
Reading, Berkshire

This new community shaped by Barton 
Willmore’s design team, will provide 630 homes 
and a 8,000 sqm public square, in addition to a 
world class Convention Centre, new 247 room 
hotel, 102 serviced apartments, and 2,000 sqm 
of new retail, restaurant and leisure facilities, 
including an ice rink. It will also provide over 
18,000 sqm of new public space. Stadium 
Square will create a new destination for Reading 
with a year round calendar of events, whilst 
more than 10,000 sqm of the public space 
will form a new linear park and play facilities; 
creating the largest new formal park in Reading 
since the creation of Forbury Gardens in 1856.

• Architecture

• Graphic Design

• Landscape Design

• Public Engagement

• Town Planning

CRAIGENDINNIE FISHING HUT
Aboyne, Scotland

We secured planning permission, on behalf of 
a private individual, for a contemporary, yet 
low impact, fishing hut on the banks of the 
River Dee. Careful consideration was given to 
the siting and design of the structure in order 
to minimise its environmental impact on the 
River Dee Special Area of Conservation and 
wider area. The structure provides a viewing 
platform and shelter for those fishing the river.

• Landscape Design

• Public Engagement

• Town Planning

GLENTRESS
Tweed Valley, Scotland

We are working closely with the Forestry 
Commission Scotland to produce a 
Development Framework and masterplan 
for the realisation of development potential 
at tourism facilities at Glentress Forest. Our 
skills have been combined to develop a robust 
15+ year vision to allow proactive, appropriate 
and sustainable development. The masterplan 
identifies the potential for up to 50,000 sqft of 
flexible floorspace, capable of accommodating 
retail and commercial functions as well as 
that of tourism and leisure.

• Architecture

• Masterplanning

• Public Engagement

• Research

• Town Planning

WATERMARK WESTQUAY
Southampton

Outline Planning Permission and subsequent 
Reserved Matters approvals were secured for 
a major mixed-use extension to the WestQuay 
Shopping Centre for Hammerson.  The scheme 
is a major new leisure and visitor destination 
for the City Centre including a new cinema, 
hotels, offices, retail and restaurants and a 
27-storey residential tower building.  This 
is set around a new plaza area in front of 
the City Walls a Grade I Listed structure and 
designated Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

• Environmental Planning

• Graphic Design

• Town Planning

DAMS TO DARNLEY  
VISITOR CENTRE
Darnley, Scotland

Commissioned by East Renfrewshire Council, 
the project illustrates the design feasibility 
of establishing a new visitor centre within 
the Dams to Darnley Country Park. The park 
covers approximately 1350 acres and occupies 
greenspace around the East Renfrewshire 
and Glasgow City boundary. The area has a 
range of landscape settings including open 
water, wetland, woodland and farmland. The 
architectural design was largely influenced 
and developed in response to the civic nature 
of the brief and characteristics of the site. The 
design approach drew on the idea of a singular 
form which entered into a dialogue with the 
surrounding landscape.

• Architecture

HUMBER BRIDGE  
VISITOR CENTRE
East Riding of Yorkshire

We are advising the Humber Bridge Board 
in the development of a new visitor centre, 
hotel, restaurant and country park. The project 
includes the creation of an observatory and 
high viewing platform attached to the bridge 
offering an insight into the engineering 
behind this iconic structure, together with 
enriched views of the Humber Estuary.

• Public Engagement

• Research

• Town Planning



LEISURE & TOURISM
www.bartonwillmore.co.uk

BARTON WILLMORE PROVIDES 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND 
DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE LEISURE 
& TOURISM SECTORS THROUGHOUT 
THE UK AND INTERNATIONALLY

BARTON WILLMORE IS THE UK’S 
LEADING INTEGRATED PLANNING 
AND DESIGN CONSULTANCY. FROM 
OUR 12 OFFICES NATIONWIDE, WE 
COMBINE NATIONAL INFLUENCE 
WITH LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO OFFER 
YOU THE VERY BEST ADVICE

TOWN PLANNING
MASTERPLANNING & URBAN DESIGN
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE PLANNING & DESIGN
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
GRAPHIC DESIGN
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
RESEARCH

For more information and to contact  
a member of our team, please visit  
www.bartonwillmore.co.uk/Sectors/Leisure
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