
BARTON WILLMORE AT 80

A HISTORY IN PICTURES

2016 marks a very special benchmark for Barton Willmore as we celebrate 

our 80th anniversary – no mean feat in the development industry. Here, 

we take a look at our history, both in projects and the people who created 

them, to celebrate the milestones that have brought us to this point and will 

carry us into what we hope is an equally successful future.



One of Harry Barton’s first buildings, still standing and much 

loved by its long term residents, Colin and Shirley Powell.  

The job book below lists some 800 jobs undertaken by the  

team and provides an invaluable insight into those early years.1950



Laurie Bishop was the first employee of the Practice, working for a salubrious £5 a week in an office on Camberley High Street, pictured below. Lorne Vernon was the next to join in 1961 and both served with the Practice for over 25 years. 1960



Now led by Peter Barton and Oliver 

Willmore the team and the commissions 

grew, resulting in a move to new offices 

in Kings Road, Reading.

1970



The majority of drawings were still 

undertaken by hand, but upon moving 

to our new offices at Beansheaf, a 

computer room was set aside.

1 980



The team grew further in the 

90’s opening offices in London, 

Cambridge and Bristol. The 

lifting of sanctions within 

the European Communities 

and the impending opening 

of the Channel Tunnel also 

offered potential international 

opportunities.

1990



With the opening of our 

eighth office we secured the 

top position in the annual 

Planning Consultants Survey, 

while technology within the 

industry also moved on apace.

2000



NOW 12 OFFICES STRONG, THIS DECADE HAS SEEN 
THE RELOCATION OF OUR CAMBRIDGE, EDINBURGH, 

LEEDS, NEWCASTLE AND READING OFFICES.

WHERE WE ARE NOW
2010s



Crowned as 
JustGiving’s 
‘Workplace 
fundraiser of the 
Year’ in 2012 for 
raising £25,000 in 
our UK cycle relay, 
we’ve been working 
hard fundraising 
for good causes 
both locally and 
nationally and will 
continue to do so 
with our partnership 
with Shelter.



EDINBURGH

CARDIFF

Dan Mitchell

Kathryn Ventham, Mark Sitch

Kim Cohen, Nick Collins, Stephen Toole, John Haxworth, Dominic Scott

James deHavilland, Simon Prescott

Robin Shepherd



2016

NATIONAL INFLUENCE 
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

EDINBURGH

LEEDS

SOLIHULL

READING

SOUTHAMPTON

BRISTOL

CARDIFF

CAMBRIDGE

MANCHESTER

NEWCASTLE

EBBSFLEET

LONDON

Stephen Tucker James Hall

Gareth Wilson Matt Chard, Nick Sweet, Robin Meakins, Paul Newton, Ian Painting, James Carr

Huw Edwards



YEARS OF NATIONAL INFLUENCE, 
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE




