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Our architecture team have prepared a 
full feasibility study and three concept 
designs for an additional four-court 
sports hall at a leading independent 
private school which provides 
excellence in education for girls and 
boys from three months to 18 years old.

Here, we provide a visual guide to 
the process and explore the concept 
designs put forward.
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Located within a Conservation Area and the Grade II* 
Listed Park and Gardens.

Located within a Complex Character Area – high 

ecological, heritage and landscape significance.

EXPOSED CONCRETE STRUCTURAL FRAME

SITE CONTEXT ANALYSIS



The site survey illustrates existing 
buildings and facilities, as well as the 
existing trees and other potential site 
constraints which may impact on the 
development.

SITE SURVEY



Heritage setting within a Conservation Area and grade 
II* Listed Park and Garden, adjacent to Grade II listed 
building.

Potential for consolidation of lower quality buildings, 
and creation of ‘Sports hub’.

Opportunity for reinforcement of key vista.

Key constraints of existing trees and sensitive heritage 
assets.

Identification of potential developable area based upon 
heritage report and survey.

OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS



A Four Court Sports Hall has been progressed in line 
with Sport England recommendations. 

It has been assumed that additional/improved 
changing must be re-provided as per option two, due 
to the additional stress that would be placed upon 
existing change facilities from a new sports hall, in 
addition to the existing Gymnasium and Swimming 
Pool facilities. 

Replacement of the existing dance/fitness studio, with 
improved facilities and expanded changing provision 
has also been explored as per option three, however 
this would have an additional cost implication.

EXAMPLE LAYOUTS



Use of high quality local materials coupled with 
contemporary materials where applicable, which makes 
best use of natural light for high quality spaces.

A sensitive approach which  considers an appropriate 
scale and massing in relation to proximity to adjacent 
buildings and wider context.

Strong link to existing buildings and facilities to form a 
new entrance to the ‘Sports Hub’.

Strong connection to surrounding landscape and  

heritage assets.

DESIGN OBJECTIVES



PRECEDENT STUDIES



A LOOK AT THE EXISITING SITE MODEL



This option nestles the development into the existing building 
cluster, using the opportunity to consolidate the existing 
buildings and facilities into a new ‘Sports Hub’. The existing 
dance studio is retained, and existing changing rooms are re 
provided, expanded and improved. The larger massing of the 
Sports Hall is situated away from the more sensitive listed 
buildings, and a new entrance to the ‘Sports Hub’ is created, 
facing out onto the existing courtyard improving the legibility of 
the schools sport facilities. 

DESIGN CONCEPT OPTION 1



Positives:

 9 Massing located to reduce impact on Listed Building

 9 Proximity to existing facilities - ‘Sports Hub’

 9 Nestled within existing development

 9 Entrance onto existing courtyard, improves legibility

OPTION 1 POSITIVES & NEGATIVES

 9 Re provision of higher 
quality and larger 
changing facilities.

Negatives: 
 8 Relocation of substation 

and swimming pool plant

 8 Some poor quality 
buildings remain.



This option nestles the development into the existing building 
cluster, using the opportunity to consolidate the existing 
buildings and facilities into a new ‘Sports Hub’. The two storey 
buildings adjacent to the gymnasium are demolished with an 
improved dance studio and expanded and improved changing 
rooms. The larger massing of the Sports Hall is situated away 
from the more sensitive listed buildings, and a new entrance 
to the ‘Sports Hub’ is created, facing out onto the existing 
courtyard improving the legibility of the schools sport facilities.

DESIGN CONCEPT OPTION 1A OPTION 1A POSITIVES & NEGATIVES

Positives:

 9 Massing located to reduce impact on Listed Building ‘Sports 
Hub’

 9 Nestled within existing development, consolidation and 
removal of poor quality buildings.Entrance onto existing 
courtyard, improves legibility

 9 Re-provide high quality and expanded changing and provide 
improved dance and fitness studio.

Negatives: 
 8 Relocation of substation and swimming pool plant.





This option explores the potential of Site B, located away from 
the main building cluster, nestled amongst existing trees. This 
has an opportunity to enclose the more dispersed buildings and 
strengthen the axis across the development.

DESIGN CONCEPT OPTION 2 OPTION 2 POSITIVES & NEGATIVES

Positives:

 9 Maintain additional changing rooms, and provide new 
additional facilities.

Negatives: 
 8 Larger impact on existing trees

 8 Further from existing facilities

 8 Demolition of Boarding House, which would likely need to be 
relocated elsewhere in the development

 8 Reduced Opportunity for further development





This option nestles the development into the existing building 
cluster, using the opportunity to consolidate the existing 
buildings and facilities into a new ‘Sports Hub’. 

The changing facilities are re-provided, expanded and improved, 
with the dance studio activities moving to the existing 
laundry room to the South of the development. This means 
the substation can be maintained and screened with a strong 
entrance courtyard to the North of the hall.

DESIGN CONCEPT OPTION 3 OPTION 3 POSITIVES & NEGATIVES

Positives:

 9 Proximity to existing facilities - ‘Sports Hub’

 9 Nestled within existing development, consolidation of poor 
quality buildings

 9 Maintains Substation location with possibility of new 
screening

 9 Maintains two storey classroom building

 9 Larger massing is separated from listed hall.

Negatives: 
 8 Relocation of Dance Studio to existing Laundry building

 8 Larger massing of Sports hall is more dominant.





FURTHER DESIGN 
EXPLORATION...



CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT 
MORE!
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