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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING

www.bartonwillmore.co.uk
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BARTON WILLMORE IS THE UK’S LEADING 
INTEGRATED PLANNING AND DESIGN 
CONSULTANCY. FROM OUR 13 OFFICES 
NATIONWIDE, WE COMBINE NATIONAL 
INFLUENCE WITH LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO 
OFFER YOU THE VERY BEST ADVICE.

TOWN PLANNING
MASTERPLANNING & URBAN DESIGN
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE PLANNING & DESIGN
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
HERITAGE 
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS
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INTRODUCTION

The Environmental Planning team at Barton 
Willmore specialises in providing detailed, 
accurate and objective analysis and appraisal of 
a project’s effects on the environment and where 
necessary, proposing mitigation measures.

We are a team of chartered environmentalists 
and qualified environmental impact assessment 
practitioners experienced in assessing and 
managing the risks associated with obtaining 
planning consent for a broad range of 
developments.

Barton Willmore has been offering 
environmental assessment advice to clients 
for over 10 years and is an IEMA Quality Mark 
Registrant.



4

OUR KEY EIA SERVICES

Environmental Impact Assessment

We have extensive experience in the 
management of all stages of the EIA 
process from Screening through Scoping, to 
coordination of the Environmental Statement, 
along with follow up liaison and additional 
work if required. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment / 
Sustainability Appraisals 

The Environmental Planning team can 
successfully manage the SEA process for 
Neighbourhood Plans and the preparation of 
the SEA/SA documentation.

Sustainability Statements

Working alongside engineers, we specialise 
in the preparation of policy compliant 
Sustainability Statements in support of 
planning applications.

Health Impact Assessment 

Our in-house team prepare a range of Health 
Impact Assessments, considering both human 

effects and impacts on social infrastructure, as 
both standalone documents and as component 
parts of the EIA process.

Environmental Statement Compliance Review

We act for both private and public sector 
organisations in the review and auditing of 
Environmental Statements. Our review can be 
high level, comprehensive or targeted according 
to our client’s requirements.

Socio-Economic Assessment

Expertise in the preparation of socio-economic 
assessments as both standalone documents and 
as component parts of a population and human 
health assessment within the EIA process. 

Heritage Services

Our heritage specialists have expertise in 
appraising heritage significance and assessing 
the impacts of proposed development across the 
breadth of above ground heritage assets, both 
in line with EIA methodologies or as separate 
impact assessments and statements.



5

THE IMPORTANCE OF EIA

A key risk to gaining consent for major 
developments often relates to the robustness 
of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
and the procedures followed. Based on our 
in-depth understanding of environmental 
legislation, environmental risk and the 
consenting process, our team of Chartered 
Environmentalists and qualified Environmental 
Impact Assessment practitioners, alongside 
our experienced Landscape Architects and 
Development Economics team, provide a full 
range of commercially focussed EIA services 
for major development projects in the UK and 
internationally.



Step 1 
Pre-application and 
Screening

Provision of advice at 
the earliest stage and 
identifying the need for EIA.

Step 2  
Scoping

Ensuring any statutory 
Environmental 
Statement focuses only 
on significant issues.

We provide a hands-on approach to project 
management and identifying project risks 
from the outset, specialising in providing 
environmental advice that is pre-emptive 
and robust, assisting our clients to achieve 
viable and deliverable development.

THE EIA STEP PROCESS
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Step 3  
Baseline Studies

Barton Willmore’s 
services include specialist 
Landscape and Visual 
Impact assessment, 
Heritage assessment, 
and Socio-Economic and 
Population assessments.

Step 4  
Impact Assessment  
& ES Production

Full coordination and 
management of the 
EIA process.

Step 5  
Decision  
Making

Negotiation of 
appropriate planning 
conditions in compliance 
with the EIA.

southwall gas works
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OUR KEY EIA SERVICES

Pre-Application and EIA Screening

We can advise on EIA at the earliest 
stage, which is particularly important for 
the development of sites with complex 
environmental considerations. These key 
pre-application considerations include the 
identification of early surveys and mitigation 
strategies to avoid potential delays, advice 
on pre-purchase due diligence issues, and 
the assembly of remediation applications for 
sites where contamination is present. A robust 
environmental strategy from the earliest stage is 
critical to unlock the potential of these complex 
sites.

We produce robust screening reports which 
demonstrate if a development would generate 
significant effects that can be relied on as the 
planning application progresses.

EIA Scoping

Through undertaking focussed EIA Scoping 
reports, we can define the likely significant 
environmental impacts of a development and 
how they should be assessed. By clarifying a 
suitable project scope, proportionate to the 
nature and scale of a development, we can agree 
the need and scope of assessment with decision-
makers and stakeholders.  

By undertaking competent and effective EIA 
Scoping, we can ensure that the required 
information and the relevant topics are scoped 
into the EIA. This avoids unnecessary delays in 
the processing of the planning application.
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BENEFITS OF THE 
EIA PROCESS

 » Encourages modified designs to reduce 
environmental impacts;

 » Identifies significant adverse and beneficial 
impacts;

 » Identifies mitigation measures to reduce, 
offset, or eliminate significant impacts;

 » Engages and informs potentially affected 
communities and individuals; and

 » Informs decision making and the 
development of planning conditions.

EIA Project Management & Co-ordination

Our team has extensive experience in efficiently 
managing and co-ordinating EIA’s to produce 
robust Environmental Statements and associated 
documentation for planning submission. 

Our services include the management of EIA 
Screening and Scoping stages to facilitate the 
delivery of accurate and complete Environmental 
Statements. 

Determination Support and Negotiation

Barton Willmore can provide support and 
negotiation, post-submission of planning 
applications, including the provision of 
additional information if requested and the 
undertaking of additional consultation. 
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ROYAL ELM PARK 
READING

As well as the provision of new homes, a 
world-class International Convention Centre 
and additional leisure amenities, this new 
development will provide over 18,000 sqm of 
high-quality and much-needed new public space 
for the town. 

Stadium Square will create a new destination for 
Reading with a year-round calendar of events, 
whilst more than 10,000 sqm of the public space 
will form a new linear park with generous tree 
planting, wildflower meadows and play facilities 
for a range of ages; creating the largest new 
formal park in Reading since the creation of 
Forbury Gardens in 1856.

Our team coordinated the Environmental 
Statement which accompanied the part detailed, 
part outline application.

TOWN PLANNING 
MASTERPLANNING & 
URBAN DESIGN 
ARCHITECTURE 
LANDSCAPE PLANNING & 
DESIGN 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES
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HAMPDEN FIELDS  
AYLESBURY

The Environmental Planning team coordinated 
the Environmental Statement which 
accompanied the outline planning application 
for development of a mixed use urban 
extension on approximately 219 hectares of 
land at Hampden Fields, 3.7 kilometres to the 
south-east of Aylesbury Town Centre. 

The development, which was granted planning 
permission in November 2017, includes 
residential dwellings, employment land, a 
care home, a local centre including retail 

TOWN PLANNING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING 
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

provision, two primary schools, green space, a 
strategic link road between the A413 and A41 
and a park and ride facility. 

The Environmental Statement included a 
full range of topic assessments comprising 
landscape and views, ecology and nature 
conservation, transport and access, air quality, 
noise and vibration, water resources and flood 
risk, archaeology and built heritage, agricultural 
land quality, waste and socio-economics.
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SOUTHALL GAS WORKS 
LONDON

Our team was the lead environmental planning 
advisor for the St James Ltd Southall Waterside 
Masterplan, which included preparation 
of a comprehensive environmental impact 
assessment, socio-economic assessment, and 
retail and leisure assessment.

The scheme will see the redevelopment of the 
former Southall Gasworks site, located in the 
London Borough of Ealing, for a major mixed use 
development comprising up to 3,750 residential 
units, 24 hectares of open space, retail, office, 

education and healthcare uses. The site is 
heavily contaminated, associated with the 
former gasworks use and redevelopment 
presented the opportunity to regenerate and 
remediate the site, as well as providing much 
needed housing.

We successfully helped secure outline 
planning permission and continue to discharge 
conditions and reserved matters applications as 
the project evolves.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES
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CADBURY 
KEYNSHAM

Following the closure of Cadbury operations at 
Keynsham, this magnificent factory is set to be 
transformed into a thriving new community.

Factory buildings will be redeveloped into 
commercial space and flats, and new family 
housing will be built up alongside. The 
masterplan for the site follows the principles 
of our New Garden Neighbourhoods concept, 
and a mixture of arts and crafts and bespoke 
housing architecture create a diverse aesthetic 
throughout the site. 

With 700 total housing units on site, plus a 
relocated and rebuilt Fry Sports Club and 
Conference Centre, a café, retail and office 
space, proposals are seeking to build on the 
legacy of former occupants Fry’s and Cadbury’s 
by creating a high quality and sustainable place 
to live, work and play.

TOWN PLANNING 
MASTERPLANNING & 
URBAN DESIGN 
ARCHITECTURE 
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
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EBBERSTON MOOR 
NORTH YORKSHIRE

The conventional gas scheme was located within 
the North York Moors National Park. The scheme 
included gas production from an existing 
borehole within an existing well site along with 
drilling an additional borehole as part of the 
process. The natural gas extracted as part of 
this process would then be transferred via a new 
pipeline to a generating station where it will be 
used to produce energy.

 

TOWN PLANNING 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING 
LANDSCAPE PLANNING 

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES
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WELBORNE 
HAMPSHIRE

In January 2017, the government announced 
that the Welborne development had new ‘Garden 
Village’ status. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment was required in support of the 
outline planning application to Fareham Borough 
Council and needed to be robust but sufficiently 
flexible to meet the aspirations for the proposals. 

This site formed part of a strategic development 
area for a new mixed-use sustainable 
development identified in the Council’s core 
strategy. 

This new community consists of up to 6,000 
dwellings, a district centre, village centre, 
commercial and employment space, general 
industrial use, warehousing space, hotel, 
community uses, nursery, health centre, 
secondary school and three primary schools. 
The development also consists of a wide range 
of green infrastructure, including formal and 
informal open space, retention of hedgerows, 
grassland, woodland areas, allotments and 
wildlife corridors. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING 

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES
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GARETH WILSON 
PARTNER

gareth.wilson@
bartonwillmore.co.uk  

LUCY WOOD 
DIRECTOR

lucy.wood@
bartonwillmore.co.uk  

MARY MESCALL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING ASSOCIATE

mary.mescall@
bartonwillmore.co.uk  

ROBERT DEVAS 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING ASSOCIATE

robert.devas@
bartonwillmore.co.uk   

ANDREW MALCOMSON 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING ASSOCIATE

andrew.malcomson@
bartonwillmore.co.uk   

NEIL PURVIS  
SENIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNER

neil.purvis@
bartonwillmore.co.uk 

JAYNE OSWALD 
GRADUATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNER

jayne.oswald@
bartonwillmore.co.uk 

CONTACT THE TEAM:
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For more information, please visit  
www.bartonwillmore.co.uk/services/environmental-planning

@bartonwillmore

@barton_willmore


